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Events 
 

5/29  We-Li-Kit Ice Cream @ Concession Stand 7pm—8pm 

 

6/19  Father’s Day Breakfast @ Concession Stand 9am-10am 

 

6/26  We-Li-Kit Ice Cream @ Concession Stand 7pm—8pm 

 



 From the Desk of the Executive Director 

Hi Folks! Here we are, finally, Memorial Day! First, thank you to the brave men and women who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice so we could have our freedom. We pray for you all.  To all the Veterans and First Responders out there, 
thank You for your service.   

With the start of another summer season, I would like to take a moment to remind everyone of the some of the poli-
cies in place for your pleasure and safety: 

Campers: 

• Quiet time begins Friday and Saturday at 11PM.  All other nights, quiet time begins at 10pm. Please be kind to your 
neighbors and turn it down during quiet time hours. 

•  All Golf carts must have a driver with a minimum age of 16 years old. 

• All ground fires should be contained in fire pits. 

• The speed limit inside the campground is 5mph. On the outer roads it is 15mph. This is for the safety of all, please, 
when driving, stay vigilant. 

• Parking restrictions will be enforced. Please, rather than park on the grass, park unused cars or trailers in the con-
cession stand lot.  This lot is designated overflow parking. 

Lake Users: 

• The maximum speed limit on the lake is 40mph please adhere to the speed limit. 

• Wake Board boats, when using ballast to enjoy the lake, please stay down in the dam area.  This is the biggest 
body of water and the waves produced by the wake dissipate faster. 

• Remember when in the water you must be wearing a life vest and have your Orange flag displayed for all to see.  
Swimming is only permitted in the coves, not the main channel of the lake. 

• Please read the attached Boating Safety Education information sheet, this information includes all person-
al  watercraft. 

• Our Fuel Dock will be open and we have lowered the fuel cost to $4.14 per gallon this is the cost of the fuel and 
allows us to pay the personnel that pump the fuel. 

• We have ICE, Pop, Chips, Candy, Water and Bait at the fuel dock if you are hungry for a snack please patronize our 
Fuel dock area and feel free to use the picnic tables to rest or enjoy your meal  while watching the lake. 

• The use of Canoes, Kayaks and paddle boats are free for your use. Just leave your drivers license or I.D. with the 
Fuel Dock attendant who will give you a life vest, if needed, and have fun. 

• The over flow parking at the top of the boat ramp is for daily use only it is clearly marked no overnight parking al-
lowed. Trailers and boats left in the parking lot will be removed if left overnight. Should a problem arise that the 
trailer is unable to be removed for a night, please contact the office and obtain permission so it is not removed. 
We will require the following information: Name, phone number, driver’s license, trailer license plate, and boat 
numbers. 

 

Welcome to the summer at Mill Creek Park enjoy the Park and be Safe. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Tippett 

Executive Director 



Rental Dock Customers 
 

Beginning in 2021, a deposit of $25 must be made by October 

31st to hold your dock for the 2022 boating season. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please call the office at 217-889-3901 

Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

 



Fuel Dock is Open!!! 
The fuel dock is now open for all of your fueling needs 7 day a week! 

Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 9am-3pm 

Friday—Saturday 9am-8pm 

Sunday 9am-6pm 

 

**Special Hours** 

Sunday 5/30  9am—8pm 

Monday 5/31  9am– 6pm 



Looky Looky! 

 
We have expanded our merchandise line at the gatehouse!  This year we 

are still carrying soda pop, ice, and bait, but we have added a few items 

to satisfy your cravings!  You can now purchase small bags of chips and   

candy bars along with a 22 pound bag of ice! 

 

 

Watch the Fuel Dock for some additional hunger busters as well!  We will 

be carrying hot dogs, chips, soda pop, and candy bars along with bait 

and 7 pound bags of ice! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Conservation Police have stepped up patrols and are reminding 

boaters to play it safe while enjoying their time on the water as part of National Safe Boating Week, May 22-28. 

 

“While we look forward to observing Memorial Day and the start of the summer outdoor recreation season, our busy boating sea-

son in Illinois is already underway, and we want boaters to be safe on the water throughout the year,” said IDNR Director Colleen 

Callahan. “IDNR Conservation Police will be out on the water with you, reminding boat operators to be safe and sober, and re-

minding everyone aboard the boat to keep safety in mind.” 

 

A year ago, IDNR Conservation Police investigated 81 boating accidents involving 36 injuries and 21 fatalities. Nationally, the U.S. 

Coast Guard notes that drowning was the reported cause of death in four out of every five recreational boating fatalities in 2019, 

and that 86 percent of those who drowned were not wearing life jackets. 

 

Top boating safety reminders: 

 

• Wear a life jacket.  Wearing a Coast Guard-approved personal floatation device (PFD) is one of the simple things you can do 

whether you’re solo in a kayak, paddling with the family in a canoe, or operating a larger boat on a busy lake or river. PFDs are 

required on jet skis and wave runners. PFDs for everyone aboard the boat are required, and kids under 13 must wear a life jacket 

whenever a boat is underway. 

 

• Motor boat operators should make sure all the required equipment is aboard, including a properly charged fire extinguisher, 

working horn and whistle, working navigation lights, and flares.  

 

• A new federal law requires engine cut-off switches (ECOS) and links or lanyards that shut the boat motor off if the boat operator 

is displaced from the helm, preventing runaway boats from causing damage or injuries. 

 

• Stay sober. Just like driving a car or truck, you can’t operate a boat under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Conservation Police 

arrested more than 100 boaters on charges of operating under the influence (OUI) last year. 

 

“The best way for boaters to enjoy their time on the water this summer is to follow the rules,” said IDNR Law Enforcement Direc-

tor Timothy Tyler.  “Our Conservation Police Officers will be diligent in enforcing the law when it comes to sober boating. Anyone 

operating a boat under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be subject to arrest. The message for boat operators is simple – and 

bears repeating: If you booze, you lose.” 

 

Boat operators must also follow the laws regarding careless or reckless operation, overloading a boat, observing restricted areas 

and no-wake zones, and adhering to other navigation rules, Tyler added. 

 

The Handbook of Illinois Boating Laws and Responsibilities has details on what boaters can and cannot do in Illinois. The handbook 

is available on the IDNR website at https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/boating/Documents/BoatDigest.pdf 

 

The annual Illinois Recreational Boating Report for Federal Fiscal Year 2020, with information on boating accidents, enforcement 

and safety, is available on the IDNR website at https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/safety/Documents/BoatingAccidentReport2020.pdf  

 

IDNR Conservation Police Step Up Enforcement Patrols as Busy Boating Season Begins 

National Safe Boating Week is May 22-28 



BOATING SAFETY EDUCATION  

 

General Information  

No person under 10 years of age may operate a motorboat. Age 10 years and less than 12 years of age may only operate under a 

parent or guardian's direct control.  

Who Must Take the Course?  

No person born on or after January 1, 1998, unless exempted by subsection (i), shall operate a motorboat with over 10 horse pow-

er unless that person has a valid Boating Safety Certificate issued by the Department of Natural Resources or an entity or organiza-

tion recognized and approved by the Department. Persons at least 12 years of age and less than 18 years of age may only operate 

a motorboat if: They have in possession a valid Boating Education Certificate of Competency issued by the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources, Safety Education Division, or they are accompanied on the motorboat and under direct control of a parent or 

guardian, or a person at least 18 years of age designated by a parent or guardian.  

Throughout the year, many people operate motor-driven watercraft on the Illinois waters and many operate for the first time. So, 

we encourage individuals - both novice and experienced - to take the course. Each of us has the responsibility to keep this lifetime 

leisure activity free from tragedy and personal loss to ourselves and our fellow boaters. The Illinois Boating Education Course is 

offered with these objectives in mind.  

The Illinois Boating Education Course consists of a minimum eight hours of instruction. These courses cover the basics of boating 

safety, equipment and requirements, navigation, motorboat, registration and titling, emergency measures and the Illinois boating 

laws. The program is primarily designed to train young people over the age of 12 years old. The educational material is based on a 

sixth-grade reading level. Students under the age of 11 may not participate in the exam to receive certification. Students 11 years 

old will receive their certificate upon their 12th birthday. Persons 12 and over completing the minimum eight hours of instruction 

and successfully completing the final examination will receive a State of Illinois Certificate of Competency.  

Two Ways to Take the Course  

Instructor-led Classes-The traditional class method is through an 8-hour instructor-led class structure. Classes may be taught in one 

day or over a couple of different days, usually on the weekend. The class will end with an exam to pass the class. Interested indi-

viduals may call 1-800-832-2599 or check the List of Education Courses by County.  

Online Self-Study Course-Students may study the course material at their own pace, completing chapter reviews along the way. At 

the end of the course material the student will be required to pass an exam. Student certification will be mailed by the course pro-

vider.  

Two Providers for On-line Boating Safety Course and Certification:  

www.Boat-Ed.com  

www.BoaterExam.com  

 

Source:  https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/safety/Pages/

BoatingSafety.aspx 



Illinois Department of Natural Resources  

2021 Free Fishing Days 

 

June 18th - 21st 

 

 

 

The IDNR does not require a fishing license to 

fish on these days.   

 

Clark County Park District will still charge  

daily boating fees for these days. 

 

For bank fishing opportunities, please contact 

the gatehouse or park office at 217-889-3601. 



What’s the History of Father’s Day and 

When Is Father’s Day 2021? 

Father’s Day is coming up, and while this holiday may simply seem like the equivalent 
of Mother’s Day for dads, the two holidays have very different origins. We’re looking 
into some of the most common questions you may have about Father’s Day: When is 
Father’s Day 2021, and what is the history of Father’s Day? 

When is Father’s Day 2021? 
Father’s Day falls on the third Sunday in June. This year, Father’s Day is on Sunday, 
June 20, 2021. 

What is the history of Father’s Day? 
Father’s Day began in 1910, two years after the first official celebration of Mother’s 
Day in the U.S. The holiday began thanks to a woman named Sonora Smart Dodd, 
who had been raised with her siblings by her widower father, Civil War veteran Wil-
liam Jackson Smart. Inspired by how her father rose to the challenge of parenting 
alone, Sonora Smart Dodd thought there should be a special day to recognize dads 
as well as moms, according to History.com. 

She campaigned local government officials, churches and other local organizations, 
and in 1910, Washington state celebrated its first official Father’s Day on June 19, 
marking the first Father’s Day celebration in the country. 

Over the next several decades, Smart Dodd continued her campaign to make Fa-
ther’s Day a nationally recognized holiday. Multiple presidents, including Woodrow 
Wilson and Calvin Coolige, recognized the significance of the day, but it wasn’t until 
1970 that Congress passed a joint resolution that would authorize the president to 
designate the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. 

“The President is authorized and requested to issue a proclamation calling on the ap-
propriate Government officials to display the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on such day, inviting the governments of the States and communities 
and the people of the United States to observe such day with appropriate ceremo-
nies,” the resolution read, “and urging our people to offer public and private expres-
sions of such day to the abiding love and gratitude which they bear for their fathers.”  

Like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day is not an official federal holiday, but it is a recognized 
public observance in the U.S.  

 

Source:  https://parade.com/1035521/lindsaylowe/fathers-day-2021/ 

https://parade.com/1032394/marynliles/fathers-day-crafts/
https://parade.com/1042227/marynliles/what-to-write-in-a-fathers-day-card/
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/fathers-day
https://www.congress.gov/110/bills/hres1274/BILLS-110hres1274ih.pdf


 

Ingredients 

• 2 cups pancake or biscuit/baking mix 

• 1 large egg 

• 1 cup 2% milk 

• 1 cup sour cream 

• 1 tablespoon butter, melted 

• 6 to 8 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled 

• 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

Directions 

• Place pancake mix in a large bowl. In another bowl, whisk the egg, milk, sour cream and butter. 
Stir into pancake mix until blended. Fold in bacon and cheese. 

• Bake in a preheated waffle iron according to manufacturer's directions until golden brown. 

 

Nutrition Facts 

2 each: 370 calories, 20g fat (12g saturated fat), 98mg cholesterol, 773mg sodium, 32g carbohy-
drate (10g sugars, 2g fiber), 13g protein. 
 
Source:  https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/bacon-and-cheese-waffles/?
fbclid=IwAR1ZSN68Vt7k4NYNoHlv96-jc9Gdc7aOE5Sou_PM6IlcMztoV8jQSc6e05w 

Bacon and Cheese Waffles 


