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Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 3rd, 2021
10 a.m.
Prizes for the most eggs found in each age group:
2 and under,
3-5, 6-8, 9-10

Hunt will be at the concession stand, bring your baskets!

From the Desk of the Executive Director
Hello Folks,
The 2021 season is upon us, what a year we have had. We here at the Clark County Park District hope all is well with you and your family.
I would like to take a moment and tell you about some current and upcoming changes here at Mill Creek Park.
We have received our start up monies to rebuild the boat ramp through the OSLAD Grant which has been a long time coming. Through this Grant
we will concrete the asphalt ramp, remove the present streetlamps and replace them with LED lights, install proper drainage and curbs to keep
erosion to a minimum on the boat ramp. We will further install a covered deck structure at water edge to provide some relief from the elements.
Kayak shoots will also be installed for ease and convenience. Lastly, we will install a handicapped accessible fishing pier near where the Fuel Dock
used to be located. Unfortunately, however we will have to wait until just after Labor Day to begin work on the boat ramp. If we were to begin
work on the boat ramp now it would greatly inconvenience availability for parking and launching for boaters. We appreciate your patience this
summer and look forward to the completion of this project.
Speaking of boating CCPD now requires all the information on your watercraft, such as state registration identification numbers, manufacturer of
the boat, length, hull id number and proof of insurance. If you haven’t filled out an information sheet, please contact the gatehouse or office for
the required paperwork. Just a reminder the speed limit is 40mph on the water, other than what is marked at specific areas. Please try to use
your wake board boats at or near the dam area in an attempt to keep erosion to a minimum.
The barge will be installing rip rap on the lake during the weekdays starting in May/June. Please stay alert for this boat and attempt to stay clear
of the area that it is working on.
Rental Dock patrons don’t forget that your first right of refusal date has changed to October 31. A deposit for the following year is needed on or
before October 31st or you will revoke your first right of refusal and the rental dock will become available to rent. Also, The Board of Commissioner’s for the Clark County Park District have voted in a new policy which states that all watercraft that is moored on the lake will be off the water
by December 15th each season and may be returned to the water after the 15th of February this is not to say that you cannot place your watercraft on the lake for a daily use however the mooring of your watercraft overnight will be prohibited.
Campers and Park Patrons please note that the speed limit throughout the park varies from 5mph to 15mph Please adhere to the speed limits,
security will be out and will be enforcing the speed.
Campers please be advised that if you wish to purchase rock for your site it has to approved by myself, all requests for rock need to be made
before April 01 of each year. We will have a sign-up sheet in the office. CA-6 (road pack) will be the only rock available. Please note rock will not
be used to increase the length or width of your site. The rock will be staged at the dump station, once a full truck has been delivered maintenance will distribute to those approved on the list and will do their best to install before the start of the season.
The maintenance staff will be installing a new drainage system in the A section at the end of this season again we ask for your patience for these
spring rains. B section roads will be receiving an overlay of asphalt sometime this spring, this should take about two days during the week and I
ask that you exit or enter the B section roads with care while the Clark County Highway workers and equipment are present.

A 911 phone has been installed in the campground and is available for emergency situations. My cellphone will also be listed in case of an emergency. As always if you have any general questions or concerns, I can be reached in the office Monday through Friday during business hours.
I would like to invite all to come and check out our new OHV off road vehicle trails. The maintenance crew has been working diligently to complete the new trails which now allow motorcycles, ATV vehicles, and standard side by sides. We have installed a bathroom at the parking lot as
well as many more improvements. This summer we will be working on the installation of a Moto Cross track area that will allow all forms of OHV
riders to test their skills.
In closing I would like to welcome you to the 2021 season. May your summer here be filled with great memories.
Sincerely,
Jeff Tippett
Executive Director

The U.S. Coast Guard Reminds Boaters of
New Cut-Off Law Taking Effect on April 1,
2021
On April 1, 2021 a new federal law goes into effect that requires the operator of a boat with an installed Engine Cut-Off Switch (ECOS) to use the ECOS link. The link is usually a coiled bungee cord lanyard clipped
onto the operator’s person, Personal Floatation Device (PFD) or clothing and the other end attached to the
cut-off switch, but there are plenty of variations on the market, including electronic wireless devices. The law
applies on all “Navigable Waters of the US”.
When an operator is wearing a link while underway, the engine will cut-off if the operator is separated from
the operating area, an occurrence that can happen if the operator is ejected from the vessel or falls within the
vessel. The shutdown of the engine is essential for safety reasons. If the operator is ejected from the vessel,
the shutdown may prevent the operator from impacting the vessel’s spinning propeller, and may aid the operator in safely returning to the drifting vessel.
The law applies to “Covered Recreational vessels” which means any motorized boat with 3 or more horsepower that is less than 26 feet in length and takes effect on April 1, 2021.
Operator Requirement: An individual operating a covered recreational vessel shall use an engine cut-off
switch link while operating on plane or above displacement speed.
An earlier law, passed by congress in 2018, required manufactures to install an Emergency Engine Cut-Off
Switch (ECOS). The law passed on December 4th 2018, and went into effect 1 year later. Even though it is
now a law, most U.S. boat manufacturers have voluntarily installed an ECOS on their boats for decades.
The terms Engine Cut-Off Switch (ECOS) and Engine/Propulsion Cut-Off Devices are used interchangeably
to denote a system that disables the propulsion engine when the operator is unexpectedly displaced from the
vessel.
Why you should wear your Engine Cut-off Switch link?
A typical three-blade propeller running at 3,200 rpm can inflict 160 impacts in one second so it is critical that
you are aware of what is going on around you. Be aware:
• People in the water may not be visible from the helm

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Account for passengers before starting the engine
Inform passengers about propeller hazard areas

Be alert in congested areas and near swimming zones
Take extra precaution around towed watersports
Never permit riding on the bow, gunwale, transom, seatbacks, or other locations where an occupant could
fall overboard
Children should be watched carefully at all times – it only takes a second to fall overboard
You would childproof your home so think about childproofing your boat
Establish rules for swim platform use, boarding ladders, and seating
If someone falls overboard, STOP the boat; once clear begin recovery procedures
Warning – Never put your boat in reverse to pick someone up out of the water, always circle around going
forward while keeping the person in the water visible to the boat operator at all times.

For more information, please visit: The U.S. Coast Guard Reminds Boaters of New Cut-Off Law Taking Effect on April 1, 2021
- The Southern Maryland Chronicle

Attention All Dock Customers
There is new policy regarding the removing your
watercraft from the docks on the lake.
New policy states that no boats are to be moored on
the water between December 15th and February
15th. No exceptions.
You are welcome to be on the water during the day,
weather permitting, but your watercraft must be
removed from the lake daily.

Rental Dock Customers
This is a friendly reminder that your rental dock payments are
due by April 1st. Your first right of refusal ends on this date
which means without payment, your dock will be rented to
someone else.
Beginning in 2021, a deposit of $25 must be made by October
31st to hold your dock for the 2022 boating season.

If you have any questions, please call the office at 217-889-3901
Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Camper Clean Up Weekend
March 26-28
Seasonal and Monthly Seasonal Campers may
pull in their campers and get their sites cleaned
up and ready for the season. There will be no
charge for camping on Friday and Saturday

nights.

Coming Soon…
The Nature Cabin is currently under construction

Nestled in the woods, the Nature Shelter is being transformed into the Nature Cabin. The two bedroom cabin
will be a year round rental cabin with a deck and its own courtesy dock.
Occupancy: 6 people
Rate: $150/ night, $900/week
**This cabin is available for booking at this time. **

10 fun ways to add activity to your Easter
Easter is almost here, so why not hop to it and figure out a way to get the kids active over the holidays? Short of simply
hiding the eggs really, really far apart from each other, here are some fun ways to add some activity to your Easter:

1. Egg rolling
Do you know what an egg roll is? No, not that crispy appetizer at a Chinese restaurant. This other kind of egg roll is an
Easter tradition that’s different from culture to culture and family to family.

A number of years ago a Scottish friend introduced my family to his version and we try to include it in our Easter festivities whenever we can. Simply boil a bunch of eggs, have fun decorating them, then pack them up and bring them to a
park with a big hill. From the top of the hill, players can take turns rolling their eggs down. The egg that travels the furthest wins. We tend to invent rules as we go, so there’s always lots of running (and rolling) up and down the hill.

2. Switch things up
Have you ever heard of a reverse Easter egg hunt? Neither had I. But I can pretty much guarantee my kids would love
running all over a park or the backyard to find little bits of nature to fill their eggs. Making sure, of course, that all the
things we talk about collecting are safe for them to gather, and returning things once we’re done.

3. Active egg hunt
With older kids, a classic egg hunt might be activity enough if you challenge them with finishing times, quantities collected, or even make it a race. Obviously, only you know if your kids are ready to handle a little friendly competition, and if
they are, it’s a great way to intensify the egg hunt.

4. Bunny hop
Have a dance party. Whether you’re at a big family gathering or it’s just you and your kids, there’s nothing like some
good old-fashioned dancing. Turn on some favorite tunes and everyone can show off their best moves. And if you really
want to include that famous rabbit-y dance?

5. Leapfrog/bunny game
Leapfrog is always a fun family game. Pretending to be bunnies instead of frogs makes it perfect for Easter.

6. Animal friends
Even little toddlers can get in on the Easter fun with our animal activity. Have them pretend to be some of their favorite
spring animals (chicks, bunnies, and ducklings come to mind) and they’ll soon be peeping, hopping, waddling, and
quacking their way along the road to developing physical literacy.

7. Obstacle course/relay race
Set up a simple obstacle course in the backyard or even the living room and give it a fun Easter theme. Lots of hopping,
eggs on spoons, egg throwing and catching, and maybe even some bowling with a hard-boiled egg to knock over the
pins.

8. Community egg hunt outdoors
Have a community egg hunt outdoors.

9. Pack your gear
When you’re headed to a family dinner, pack the baseball gloves or a soccer ball. Then, when kids are getting antsy
waiting for dinner to start, head to the nearest park. All those Easter goodies can lead to quite the sugar rush, so kids
and adults alike will probably welcome the chance to run around and play together. It’s also a great way for kids who
don’t see each other often to break the ice.

10. Have an Easter Parade
Toddlers and preschoolers will love putting on their Easter bonnets, making fancy signs, decorating their ride-on toys,
and walking, marching, riding, and scooting down the street for a neighborhood Easter Parade.
And there it is: An active Easter is just a hop, skip, and a jump away.

Source: https://activeforlife.com/add-activity-to-easter/

All Seasonal Camping, Rental Docks, and Lake Dock Lease
payments are due on April 1st!!!

We accept Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, and Discover

Little Black Dress Chocolate Cake
Source: https://www.delicious.com.au/recipes/little-black-dress-chocolate-cake/62e403f0-623e-43d4-817facfc951b61bf?current_section=recipes&r=recipes/collections/9dv3njrl
Ingredients:
•

Directions:

•

500g CADBURY Baking Dark Chocolate, chopped 1. Preheat the oven to 180C. Grease a 24cm springform cake
pan and line the base with baking paper.
125g unsalted butter, chopped

•

6 eggs, separated

•

90g caster sugar

•

150ml thickened cream

•

2 tbs dark rum or brandy

•

1 tsp vanilla extract

•

1/2 tsp cream of tartar

•

Edible silver or gold leaf (optional, to serve)

CHO CO L AT E G AN ACHE
•
•
•
•

2. Place the chocolate and butter in a bowl set over a saucepan
of gently simmering water (don't let the bowl touch the water).
Stir until the mixture is smooth and combined, then remove the
bowl from the heat and set aside to cool slightly. Place the egg
yolks and sugar in an electric mixer and beat until thick and
pale. Stir in the cream, rum, vanilla and cooled chocolate mixture.
3. Whisk the egg whites and cream of tartar in a clean, dry bowl
until soft peaks form. In 3 batches, gently fold the egg white into
the chocolate mixture with a metal spoon, trying to keep as
much air in the mixture as possible. Spread into the prepared
pan and bake for 25 minutes or until a skewer inserted into the
center comes out with a few moist crumbs. Transfer to a wire
rack and cool in the pan.

450g CADBURY Baking Dark Chocolate, chopped 4. Meanwhile, for the ganache, place chocolate and butter in a
bowl set over a pan of simmering water (don't let the bowl touch
the water), stirring until smooth. Remove from heat. Place
175g unsalted butter
cream and glucose in a separate pan, bring to just below boiling
600ml thickened cream
point. Pour over the chocolate mixture and stir until smooth.
Chill for 30 minutes or until thick.
1/4 cup (90g) liquid glucose
5. Remove cake from the pan and spread the ganache over the
cooled cake. Garnish with silver or gold leaf, if using.

