Clark County Park District Newsletter
February 2021

The Clark County Park District office will be closed on
Monday,
February 15, 2021 in observance of President’s Day

From the Desk of the Executive Director
Hi Folks,
With February upon us I would like to tell you some updates and improvements being made or accomplished in the off season:
We have removed and replaced the two culvert pipes underneath the main road allowing better drainage from our neighbors fields



We will have a new cabin starting April 1st it looks great, check it out



The OHV trails are being completed the easy trail and the intermediate trails are very near completion



The OHV Bathroom is on its way and should be installed and in service by the middle of February weather permitting



Still haven’t received the go ahead on the new boat launch I will keep you updated



The South Cabins have received a new coat of paint and upgrade of interior cosmetics



The launch cabin received heat and water for use throughout the winter



The campground A-Section was surveyed by a firm and the pooling of water issues are being addressed

The maintenance staff continues to improve our Park District along with the Administrative Staff who keep finding bigger and better
ways to improve the experience here at Mill Creek Lake.
Stay tuned as we continue to move forward, if you have any suggestions I would be happy to hear them just email me at
jeff.tippett@ccparkdistrict.com.

Archery Deer and Waterfowl Hunting
As the hunting season comes to a close, please remember that your Clark County
Park District harvesting cards are due back in the office no later than February 14,
2021 in order to be eligible to hunt the 2021-2022 hunting season.

Book your cabins now! We are currently accepting Cabin reservations through
January 2022.

The ATV and Equestrian Trails
are open!!!

Attention All Dock Customers
There is new policy regarding the removing your
watercraft from the docks on the lake.
New policy states that no boats are to be moored on
the water between December 15th and February
15th. No exceptions.
You are welcome to be on the water during the day,
weather permitting, but your watercraft must be
removed from the lake daily.

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner!
Surprise your loved one with a Gift Certificate from Clark County
Park District that could be used for anything in the park including:
 Campsite Rentals
 Boat Rentals
 Boat Annuals
 Cabin Rentals
 Boat Fuel
 General Park Merchandise

Gift Certificates can be purchased in person at the Park Office or
by calling 217-889-3901 during normal business hours

8 Ways to Celebrate Valentine’s Day With
Kids During COVID-19
What’s nicer for kids (and adults) than a day that’s set aside just for sending love? As we get through the next chapter
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Valentine’s Day is perfectly time for an extra boost of togetherness – masked and socially
distanced, of course.
Even if your family is in quarantine, or your child’s classroom is skipping their usual Feb. 14 activities, there are lots of
creative and safe ways for your child to celebrate Valentine’s Day right at home.

1. Get creative with DIY decorations.
If your family was sad to put away the holiday decorations, this tip’s for you. Build up to the big day with DIY Valentine’s Day decorations around the house. Get your child started now as a way to keep them entertained on bad
weather days. (Bonus: Construction paper hearts in the windows double as love for healthcare heroes!)

2. Make Valentine’s Day cookies.
Even better? Set up a video chat baking date with grandparents or other loved ones your child is missing, and have everyone decorate cookies together. Your child will get the connection they need to grow resilient, and build kitchen skills at
the same time.

3. Plan heart-healthy activities.
February isn’t just Valentine’s Day – it’s also American Heart Month! So use Valentine’s Day to show some love to
your child’s heart health. From living room obstacle courses to a good old-fashioned dance party, let your child
choose the activity, and get ready for fun.

4. Have a Valentine’s Day movie night.
You can feature a themed classic like “A Charlie Brown Valentine.” Or let your child pick a movie based on the question:
What does love mean to them? (Friends? Family? Batman?)

5. Have a Valentine-themed reading hour.
Libraries and librarians are incredible resources, so turn to your local branch for book suggestions. During COVID -19,
many even offer curbside pick-up.

6. Get outdoors with a “Sweethearts” version of kindness rocks.
Kids get lots of health benefits from outdoor time, and this is a great activity to coax them outside. Have your child
paint rocks with Valentine’s Day messages – from “Sweethearts” candy classics like LOVE and XOXO to updated
messages like ROCK ON and #SMILE. On Feb. 14, go on a trail walk and place the rocks in special spots to surprise
other hikers.

7. Host a virtual Valentine’s party.
Use your favorite video chat app and invite your child’s friends. Decorate your (real or virtual) background, and have a
few themed games in mind. For example? Challenge everyone to a Valentine’s Day scavenger hunt: Set a timer and
list off items for everyone to find in their home, like something heart-shaped, something chocolate, a Valentine card,
and a lovable stuffed animal.

8. Write Valentines!
We saved the best for last. There’s nothing like a traditional Valentine’s Day card to make the day special – plus, it’s an
arts-and-crafts and gratitude exercise rolled into one. Help your child make cards for family members, friends and neighbors, including a special note about one thing they appreciate about them – for example, “You give the best hugs!”

Have fun trying out new Valentine’s Day traditions! Stay safe, and have fun sending love.
Source: https://www.connecticutchildrens.org/coronavirus/8-ways-to-celebrate-valentines-day-with-kidsduring-covid-19/

Coming Soon…
The Nature Cabin is currently under construction

Nestled in the woods, the Nature Shelter is being transformed into the Nature Cabin. The two bedroom cabin
will be a year round rental cabin with a deck and its own courtesy dock.
Occupancy: Unknown
Rate: Unknown

**This cabin is not available for booking at this time. Be looking for more information on this cabin by late
February on the Mill Creek Park Facebook page**

Trivia: Surprising facts about each U.S.
President
Originally published February 17, 2017 at 6:30 am Updated September 20, 2018 at 5:29 am

By Kennedy Wirth
Did you know three U.S. presidents died on the 4th of July? Who knew that President Donald Trump is the
45th President of the United States but only the 44th man to hold the position? Presidents Day weekend is

the perfect time to test your knowledge on America’s presidents. Here are some surprising facts about
each one:
1. George Washington’s false teeth were made from elephant and walrus tusks, gold, and ivory not wood.
2. John Adams was the first to live in the White House.
3. Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia.
4. James Madison was the shortest president at 5-foot-4 inches.
5. James Monroe was the last founding father to serve as president.
6. John Quincy Adams skinny dipped in the Potomac every morning.
7. Andrew Jackson had a pet parrot he taught to curse.

8. Martin Van Buren coined the word “OK.”
9. William Henry Harrison had a pet goat.
10. John Tyler had 15 children.
11. James K. Polk was the first president to serve coast to coast.
12. Zachary Taylor’s nickname was “Old Rough and Ready.”
13. Millard Fillmore married his teacher.
14. Franklin Pierce was arrested during his presidency for running over a women with his horse.
15. James Buchanan was a bachelor and never married.
16. Abraham Lincoln is honored in the wrestling hall of fame.

17. Andrew Johnson was buried wrapped in the American flag and with a copy of the Constitution.
18. Ulysses S. Grant was given a ticket for riding his horse too fast.
19. Rutherford B. Hayes was the first president to use a telephone and his number was 1.
20. James A. Garfield could write with both hands at the same time in different languages.
21. Chester A. Arthur owned 80 pairs of pants.
22. Grover Cleveland was the first and only to be married in the White House.
23. Benjamin Harrison never touched light switches because he was afraid he would be electrocuted.
24. Grover Cleveland is the only president to serve two non-consecutive terms. Making him the 22nd and
24th president.

25. William McKinley was the first president to have mass produced campaign buttons.
26. Theodore Roosevelt was shot while giving a speech and finished his speech with the bullet in his chest.

27. William H. Taft was the only former president to serve as chief justice on the Supreme Court and swore

in presidents Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.
28. Woodrow Wilson is the only president to have a PhD.
29. Warren G. Harding gambled away a set of White House china.
30. Calvin Coolidge’s nickname was “Silent Cal.”
31. Herbert Hoover spoke Chinese to his wife to keep their conversations private.
32. Franklin D. Roosevelt and his wife, Eleanor, were fifth cousins once removed.
33. Harry S. Truman does not have a middle name. His parents gave him the middle initial “S” as a tribute to
his relatives whose names started with the letter S.
34. Dwight D. Eisenhower installed a putting green in the White House and played over 800 games of golf

while in office.
35. John F. Kennedy was awarded a Purple Heart, which he received for his service in WWII.
36. Lyndon B. Johnson was a teacher before becoming president.
37. Richard Nixon partly funded his first political campaign with money he won playing poker while in the
Navy.
38. Gerald Ford was a model in his 20s and was featured on the cover of Cosmopolitan magazine in 1942.
39. Jimmy Carter filed a UFO sighting in 1973.
40. Ronald Reagan loved jelly beans and placed a standing order of 720 bags per month to be delivered to
the White House and various federal buildings.

41. George H. W. Bush loves wearing colorful, patterned socks.
42. Bill Clinton is a two-time Grammy winner.
43. George W. Bush was the head cheerleader at his high school.
44. Barack Obama collects comic books.
45. Donald Trump owns 17 golf courses around the world.

Don’t wait until the last minute!
We are currently accepting payments for your 2021 Camping and
Docking reservations!
We accept Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard, and Discover

Crock Pot Cube Steak
By: Kay Boytsova
Source: https://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/a30498905/crock-pot-cube-steak-recipe/

Ingredients:













Directions:

1. Season steaks with salt and pepper.
2 lbs. cube steak (about 4 pieces)
Add to slow cooker along with garlic
2 tsp. kosher salt
powder, onion, onion soup mix, and
1 1/2 tsp. freshly ground black
pepper
beef broth.
2 tsp. garlic powder
2. Set slow cooker to low for 8 hours.
2 large yellow onions, sliced into
1/4” rings
3. 1 hour before you are ready to serve,
1 (2 oz) packet onion soup mix
mix cold water and cornstarch in a small
1 c. low sodium beef broth
bowl and stir into slow cooker. Cook on
1/4 c. cold water
high until gravy has thickened, stirring
2 tbsp. cornstarch
periodically.
Buttered eggs noodles, for
serving
4. Serve over buttered egg noodles, and
garnish with more pepper.

