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Clark County Park District 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

7a.m. - 3 p.m. 

The office will be closed on the  

following dates: 

December 24th and 25th 

Christmas 

 

January 1st 

New Year’s Day 

 



 From the Desk of the Executive Director 

As the Holidays approach we will be celebrating with family and friends, just a reminder to drive safely,    
allow more than enough time to get to your engagements and please remain vigilant and responsible. Safe 
travels and from the entire staff here at the Clark County Park District we would like to wish you and your 
family a “Very Merry Christmas” and “Happy New Year”. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey A. Tippett 
Executive Director 
 

Celebrate Responsibly 
Marshall Residents 

 

Wouldn’t it be great to  have someone to call for a ride after you have enjoyed your holiday celebration in  

Marshall?  If you live in Clark County, you can!   

Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Groups of 1-2:  $10 City    $20 County 

Groups of 3-5:  $15 City    $30 County 

Call or Text 

217-264-3643 

 

 

 

 

Cash Only!!! 8p.m.- Close 



‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the 

park, 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a dog bark. 

Maintenance wrapped up their projects for the holidays,  

All now with their families for the holiday craze. 

Jeff and his wife are well down the road, 

In route to the grandkids with an impressive Christmas 

load. 

The girls in the office prepare to lock up tight, 

Excited to make sure the holidays are handled just right. 

St. Nick whistled and shouted and called his reindeer 

by name: 

 

“Now, Dasher, now Dancer! Now Prancer and Vixon! 

On Comet, on Cupid, on Donner and Blitzen! 

To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall! 

Now dash away, dash away, dash away all! 

In the park you can feel the brisk winter air, 

And looking around, all the campsites are bare. 

All the park critters have  burrowed in, 

Looking to sleep ‘til Spring comes again. 

The girls walking to their cars, a strange noise they did 

hear, 

Turned to see a miniature sleigh and 8 tiny reindeer. 

With a little old driver so lively and quick, 

But so early in the evening this must be a trick! 

More rapid than whitetails, the girls sprang into action, 

‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas …. 

 
At Mill Creek Park 

~Unknown 

They both hollered, and waved, and jumped up and down, 

So excited to see that St Nick was in town. 

The girls in shock, rushed to the radio to tell, 

The Sheriff’s Department who knew this man well. 



We were all in shock that we met the man in person, 

We looked at each other and one thing was for certain,  

We had to take him out for a ride on the lake,  

A quick trip around  surely we could make? 

We loaded the security boat and threw in some skis 

St Nick had a blast and asked if he could hang on to the keys. 

We told him that he would just have to wait, 

If we didn’t get back soon he would surely be late. 

Word got out fast that the big guy was around, 

We had to hurry so he wouldn’t be found. 

The only one around to answer their call, 

Was the maintenance supervisor, good ole Deke Haws. 

He slipped on his coat and boots and grabbed his phone, 

Headed to the park so the girls didn’t handle this alone. 

St Nick stopped his overpacked sled on a dime, 

And explained that he had just a little extra time. 

The reindeer rested in the grass so they didn’t tire, 

And he asked for help building a nice warm campfire. 

We brought him hot chocolate and cookies galore, 

It’s not a surprise he didn’t want more. 

He climbed in his sleigh and grabbed ahold of the reins, 

And gave us a handful of sweet candy canes.  

He thanked us all for such a good time,  

Perhaps next time he’d bring a pie made of key limes. 

He sprang to his sleigh to his team gave a whistle, 

And away they all flew like the down of a thistle. 

As he flew away, he gave us a new song to sing, 



Decorate safely this holiday season 
by Derrill Holly  |   November 2019 

 

The holiday season offers great moments for building memories, but when it comes to decorating, it’s also the perfect 
time to think about safety. 

“There are about 200 decorating-related injuries each day during the busy holiday season,” said Ann Marie Buerkle, 
acting chairman of the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). “Make safety a part of your family’s holiday dec-
orating this year.” 

Between November 2016 and January 2017, holiday decorating injuries resulted in 18,400 emergency room visits, na-
tionwide. Local fire departments look to the holiday season as a time of increased vigilance, often tied to many of the 
activities that have become family traditions. 

“It’s important to use common sense when you’re dealing with holiday decorating, particularly with lighting, candles and 
electrical wiring,” said Bruce Bouch, a U.S. Fire Administration fire program specialist. “Holiday decorations are de-
signed for temporary use, and that means they are essentially disposable.” 

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), the top three days of the year for candle fires in the U.S. 
are Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. NFPA statistics also indicate that one of four Christmas tree 
fires are caused by electrical problems. 

The global safety certification company, United Laboratories, classifies holiday lighting as a seasonal product designed 
for no more than 90 days of use. While the actual holiday season runs about six weeks, weather and busy schedules 
mean outdoor holiday lighting displays are put up early and taken down late, exposed to the elements the entire time. 

“It’s always important to inspect holiday lights each year before you put them up,” said Bouch. “You may find that there 
are pinches or torn areas on the insulation.” 

Open, exposed wiring or any signs of fraying or pinching are indications of weakened wiring. Those flaws are prone to 
breakage and may raise the potential for heat buildup, which can cause a fire. 

Bouch recommends a thorough inspection of your holiday lights to identify potential hotspots and damage to the strings. 

“When you’re checking everything on the wiring and fixtures, make sure you check for chewing damage from wild ani-
mals or your own pets,” added Bouch. “Also look for signs that the insulation itself is wearing thin enough to expose wir-
ing.” 

The U.S. Fire Administration, the CPSC and non-government safety organizations are also focused on reminding con-
sumers that extension cords, whether labeled for indoors or outdoors, are also designed for temporary use. 

“Your household wiring is a solid metal wire,” said Bouch. “Extension cords are strands of thin wires that are twisted 
together. That pliability can allow them to break over time, increasing the chance that they could fail within so many 
years.” 

Experts also warn that candle use increases the risk of accidental fires and suggests that consumers consider battery-
operated LED candles as safer alternatives. According to NFPA, candles start two out of every five home fires each 
year, and about 100 Christmas tree fires occur each holiday season, causing about $12 million in damage annually. 

You can reduce the risks by placing your Christmas tree away from heat sources, like vents or space heaters, and top-
ping off the water reservoir daily. 

Illinois’ electric cooperatives join local firefighters, the NFPA and the CPSC in urging you to consider safety as you dec-

orate and enjoy the holiday season with family and friends. 

Source:https://icl.coop/decorate-safely-this-holiday-season/  

https://icl.coop/author/derrill-holly/
https://icl.coop/issues/november-2019/
https://icl.coop/decorate-safely-this-holiday-season/


Hunting Permits 

Hunting permits for both Archery and Waterfowl for the 2019-

2020 hunting season are now available in the office, Monday 

through Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We are trying something new 

this year!  Instead of having to take your tree stand out with 

you everyday, you can now buy a permit to leave your stand up 

throughout the entire hunting season.  Please visit 

www.clarkcountyparkdistrict.com for all of the hunting rules 

and regulations. 

Chocolate Covered Surprise Cookies 

Source:https://icl.coop/chocolate-covered-surprise-cookies/  

Ingredients: 
 3/4 cup sugar 
 3/4 cup butter softened 
 1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla 
 1-3/4 cups flour 
 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
 1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
 1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
 1/8 teaspoon Salt 
 1 jar maraschino cherries reserve juice 
 
Frosting: 
 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 
 2 tablespoons reserved cherry juice 

Instructions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  
2. In mixing bowl, cream together sugar and 
butter, constantly scraping. Beat 2 minutes.  
3. Add eggs and vanilla, beat 1 minute  
4. Add rest of cookie ingredients (except cher-
ries), beat 2 minutes  
5. Make 1-inch balls and place on parchment 
covered baking sheet. Press 1/2 cherry in each 
ball. Bake 8-10 minutes. Cool completely.  
6. When cookies are cool, melt together choc-
olate chips and cherry juice. Frost each cookie.  

Recipe Notes: 

Nutrition information:  

302 calories; 17.6 fat; 138mg sodium; 35.9g carbohydrates; 

2.1g protein.  

**Recipe yields 2 dozen cookies** 

https://icl.coop/chocolate-covered-surprise-cookies/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/sugar/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/butter/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/vanilla/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/flour/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/unsweetened-cocoa-powder/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/baking-powder/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/baking-soda/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/salt/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/maraschino-cherries/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/semi-sweet-chocolate-chips/
https://icl.coop/ingredient/reserved-cherry-juice/

